How to make a tax-deductible donation

About the Hamer Family Fund

I would like to make a tax-deductible donation by credit card

The Hamer Family Fund was established in 2004 as a sub-fund of the
Melbourne Community Foundation to honour the lives and work of four
siblings: Sir Rupert (Dick) Hamer, Alan Hamer, Alison Patrick and
David Hamer.

Go to www.communityfoundation.org.au/donate-now
(or go to the home page and click on Donate Now)
I am enclosing a cheque for $
made out to ‘Melbourne Community Foundation’
and clearly labelled ‘For the Hamer Family Fund’
Name:

Reflecting some of the key interests of these four people, the object
of the fund is to support initiatives in:
• the arts, especially the performing arts;
• innovation in care for the environment;
• talented youth;
• good government.
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Postal address:
Postcode:
Phone: (home)		

(business)		

(mobile)			

Fax:

Email:
Please communicate in future by email
Please communicate in future by post
Please delete me from your mailing list

Cheques should be addressed to:
Melbourne Community Foundation
Hamer Family Fund
Suite 6, 19-35 Gertrude St
Fitzroy VIC 3065
A receipt will be sent out promptly.

Thanks to v.i. for the design.
www.vi.com.au

We’re on the web

We would like to begin this
newsletter with a huge thankyou to our kind and generous
supporters, both within the
extended family and outside
it. We are always conscious of
the trust you put in us to use
the money wisely.

The Hamer Family Fund website is at
www.hamerfamilyfund.com.au
Pictured: Melbourne Recital Centre

In the following pages we not
only give you a round-up of
current projects, we reflect
a little on the process of grantmaking, its ups and downs
and sideways turns; perhaps
inevitable when we are funding
new and small organisations and
when they include the mercurial
world of the arts.

Newsletter11
The vicissitudes of grant-making
Readers will be aware that we have supported the Melbourne Chamber
Orchestra over several years. The MCO is a continuing success story and
a source of pride for many Melburnians, with strong audiences at the Recital
Centre, recognition by the Australia Council, ABC broadcasts and so on. Our
contributions to smaller organisations
have sometimes enabled them to
leverage further funding from other
sources, exactly as one would wish.
Certain other projects have followed
a more unpredictable path. The Hamer
Quartet, for example, was unable to
take up the grant we offered last year,
because three members accepted
prestigious jobs interstate or overseas.
The complications of success! Another
grant has been redirected. However, we
have never yet made a grant that we
later regretted.

The Digger and Shirley Martin
Environment Fund
The D&S Martin current grant is to
the Centre for Policy Development, a
public-interest thinktank, in support of
its Sustainable Economy Program. The
research aim is to provide the logic for
green economic transition and foster
the growth of green sunrise industries
with good commercial potential.
The program will develop effective
economic evidence for sustainable
industry policy and demonstrate the
economic and social benefits of
strong environmental action.
www.cpd.org.au

Melbourne Chamber Orchestra

june

Airs and Graces

In 2011 we have continued our
support of the splendid MCO by
sponsoring two of the orchestra’s
activities: a pilot program of advanced
strings education in regional Victoria,
and the regional touring program
of concerts, thus fostering the
development of our next generation
of players and enabling MCO to spot
up-and-coming talent.
www.mco.org.au

BREAZE (Ballarat Renewable Energy and Zero Emissions inc.)
We are delighted to partner, again in conjunction with
the Reichstein Foundation, with BREAZE – a rapidly
growing organisation boasting 800 members, from
children to octogenarians, and 2100 email subscribers.
The grant will pay a member support officer to distil
information and support action for social change.

Hamer Oration on good government
The 2010 Oration, given by Professor Ross Garnaut, was entitled ‘Climate
change, China’s boom and Australia’s governance struggle in a changing
world’. It drew a large and interested audience, including many decisionmakers from business, the bureaucracy and government, and garnered
excellent publicity in the Age, Financial Review, Quarterly Essay and
elsewhere. Details of this year’s Oration will be announced shortly.
For further details, use the contact/donation form overleaf or the email
link on our website.

The Alison Patrick sub-fund
As Reader in History at the University of Melbourne, Alison Patrick
had a lifelong interest in the French Revolution and a strong
commitment to students. She was a founder of the biennial George
Rudé seminar for scholars of the French Revolution, and presented
papers at it over many years.
Alison’s family has established a $25 000 tax-deductible sub-fund
with Melbourne Community Foundation in her memory. From 2012,
this will fund a scholarship for doctoral students wishing to attend
the Rudé seminar.

www.breaze.org.au

Building networks

Inspiration for rural communities

We have been steadily building our contacts in the arts and environment,
and better equipping ourselves to make good judgements about grantmaking. The Australian Environmental Grantmakers Network (AEGN)
promotes better collaboration among philanthropists interested in the
natural environment, and better links between philanthropists and
environmental experts from Australia or overseas, through seminars and
talks, an annual field trip, and online conversations. Belonging to AEGN
has been an invaluable way of finding out who is doing what and laying the
groundwork for joint initiatives with other trusts and foundations.

In conjunction with the Digger
and Shirley Martin Environment
Fund, we have agreed to redirect
last year’s grants to the Climate
Institute to a pair of seminars
showcasing rural successes in
action to counter climate change
– farmers and small businesses
with inspiring stories to tell about
finding economic opportunity in a
rapidly changing environment.

www.aegn.org.au

www.climateinstitute.org.au

